SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING GOOD ITEMS

	Terminology
	

	
	

	Stem
	The initial part of the item in which the task is delineated.  It may be a question or an incomplete statement.  Many PRITE/CHILD PRITE items are clinical vignettes.

	Options
	All the possible answers listed for an item.  PRITE/CHILD PRITE items may contain either 4 or 5 options.  Five options are preferred.

	Key
	The correct answer

	Distracters
	The incorrect options


The item as a whole should:

· Test important knowledge – knowledge psychiatry residents should possess.

· Be clear and concise.  

· Provide only one correct answer.

The stem should:

· Pose a clearly defined problem.

· Include all the information needed to answer the item and not include any extraneous information (“window dressing”).

The options should:

· Fit logically and grammatically with the stem.

· Be reasonably parallel in structure.
· Be reasonably parallel in length.

· Not be subsumed by other options.

· Not directly contradict other options.

· Not contain key words from the stem.

· Not contain specific determiners such as always and never.

The key should:

· Clearly answer the question posed.

· Not be obvious (longer, more detailed).

Each distracter should:

· Be sufficiently plausible to attract residents who are not knowledgeable (common misconceptions or critical misunderstandings are often good distracters).  Do not make up options.

· Be referenceable as an incorrect answer.

· Not be defensible as a correct answer.

ITEM TYPES TO AVOID
· Do NOT use items that ask “Which of the following is true (or false)?”  This type of item poses a non-specific question, which results in options that are heterogeneous.  
· Avoid writing negative stems (those in which words such as NOT, LEAST, EXCEPT are used as key words and call for the candidate to select the option that is the exception).  This type of an item asks the test taker to find the wrong answer as the key. 

· Do NOT copy or paraphrase items or case materials from reference books or journals.  This would be in violation of copyright law. 
· Do NOT write questions that would have multiple correct responses that ask the examinee to select all that are correct.
· Do NOT use “none of the above” or “all of the above” as an option.  

· Avoid the repetition of a key word or words in the stem and in an option in a way that signals the key 
· Avoid the presence of an option that is longer than any of the others (the greater length generally indicates that this option is the key.)

· Avoid distracters that are likely to confuse test takers who have the appropriate knowledge. 

· Avoid including too much information that might provide irrelevant clues (“window dressing”). 
· Do NOT include partially correct information in distracters.  This occurs when options have two or more components (such as symptoms or side effects) and there is repetition of a correct component in a distracter.
· Avoid writing items that require test takers to select from among numbers, such as percentages or ranges of values.  Use such numbers only when the numbers represent data that is undisputed (e.g., how many standard deviations from the population mean for IQ represent the cut-off for the diagnosis of mental retardation).
· Do NOT make up distracters such as new terms or new disorders.  Develop distracters that are incorrect but plausible.
